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are. "Extreet from Intcrrogetion of Mujor Genorcl Eugene Ltt, 28 Fob. 1946 
° 1400-1600 Hre, pp. 12 to 16." 


“i A, I cee, Next, I went to ack you chout ITéGAKI, fcishire. Did 
gon sre bie? 


Lh, I know hin. 


©, whon did you ~o% acousinted vith hin? 


i. I met him for the firet tine ss Chief of tha Generel Stuff of the 
Kyvanturg /rmy, ; , 


Cc, “het time res thet? 
A, In tho wintor of 1925 to 1936. 


Q, Did you tclk to hin et tht time? 


h. I hed © chence in thie wintcr to make cn interceting reconroitcring 
flight on tho Rueeitn border south of Hcrbin end alongside the 
ays ey Sungari River in the strongest vinter time. I hed asked for thie 
. Nae ye flight in ordcr to win personnlly an experionee about the fighting 

Pate I conditions in Mcnchuria in winter time which lasts for c.bout six 
wonthe, end coming back from this flight I euggerted to ITAGLKI 
to mako a kind of eposch to hie eteff tbout my experionces in 
ordor to stop & little the groving ' etivity among tht *rry which 

ys I felt during my trip for geome conflict with Rueeic. 


©, Tet me ask you now--to interrunt you thoro--rh.t did you feol cbout 
the army? ‘het did you notice ebout the ermy there? 


de. I -noticce ir tho army 6 certein natir.ty and a certcin tonsion to 
; heve, or to like « conflict with Ruesie on the border lino. It woe 
n kind of etrong tension.-fo, I hed the idea it would bo useful 
a to stop, ce I could to do it, thie teneion to a cortein oxtent bo- 
ecure I con-idorcd it rould be ¢ very bad thing to heve «. conflict 
with Rugeic beeuuro the Jananoee erny econed to te not to bo ablo 
a to go to ver. So ITAGAKI neked mo‘to make this epecch end eocmed 
F to be ¥cry ectieficd :ith tho tendency of my epocch, "Stor your 
eetivity end improve your conditions firrt." : 


* oO, Vhet did IT:G/KI ecy in rcgerd to tho cotivitice cf the Jep-nese 
atts army uo to thet timc in Henehuric. in Chine :nd thore places? 


. |, He meinly eekcd my oxverienccs ebout my trio end discussed ny 
opinion ebout the ncocssity of consolidating the defence systom. 


het did you moan by "defonse system?" 


if 
eee 
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~ ; é. Defenee eyetem? I found on soverzl placor I coneidercd the syrtom 
ee 6 whole not very effoctive oring to mrny military detaile, for 

netc nec=- 


aed Seiad fa os don't ts lisvoe yon undoretood my qucstion, Why wae it nocorecry 
eae for dcfonse end defense cgainet wh: t? 


J, Border dcfonro’..grinet Ruesic. I mean tho defonec eyetom--overy 
country hee their permenent defcnse systom--it wasn't ospecielly 
noceesory-- 


2. secre thoy oxpecting Ruesic to u.tt-ck? 


4, They didn't sexy, but every country hud to build up « pornenent 
_ defense system. 


Q. #hat wee ecid eabcut tho defense they ere ueing in Chins. ¢ 
Mcenchurie ct th:.t timc? 


| ¢, Bog your pw rdon? 
Sd Se Q, Did you discuss the defoneu of Menchuria? 


ue 5 itd | /, Menehuria only. Boe-urc my trip ree livited to a part of Nen- 
ey Re) churic, 
i 


}. I gcc. 


| ee f/, Inc purely military vey thie discuseior, Letcr on, I mot 
Eo» IT/GKI c second timc cs a "cr Minister whon I came back fron’ 

mc (LY Berlin in 1938 to begin my Ambceeeadorenin in Tokyo. Thon I 
As, ae asked hin abcut hie opinior of the development of tho China 
Rec Be conflict .t th-t time, hoenuec, ae I montiored on another 
occasion, I tricd to etop the danger of a German-Fnglieh con- 
flict in th.t timc, fo vhon I hoerd from him thrt the Jcpancee ° 
ary hast devcloped in tho mcantime during my absonco a fighting 
of life and death in Chine, I ruportcd » my government thet 
at the prcecnt timc the Jepunese uro yneble to Go unything cleo 
then to oceuvy thomeclves with their fighting in China. 


Q. nov, wht did IT/Gi KI ecy about their cdvencce there? Did he 
talk to you cbout rhet wee hennoning there? 


i. Bo geve ne only ec. conmon. gonore] cepeet thet in the moantino 

| thoy bd edveased further on. Lt proront time I don't knov 
the names of the placce, 

Ga: Pig 240 


sey they hed cdveneod? For wh:t rcaeon? 


u“ 
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-~ } 2, Defenec eyetem? I found on soveriz1 placor I coneidered the syrtem 
ce c whole not very effcetive oring to mrny military details, for 
instcnec-- 


©, I don't b lievo' yon undoretood my question, Why wae it necorscry 
for dofonre end defense cgainst wh: t? ah 


1, Border dcfonrc’ugrinet Ruesic. I mean tho defonec eyetom--overy 
country hee thoir permenent dofcnse syston-~it woen't especially 


nocesssry-- 
Q, were thoy oxpeeting Ruesic to utt<ck? 


h. They didn't esy, but covery country hud to build up & pornenent 
defensc syetcr. 


Q, #hat wre eid ebout tho defense they vere using in Chins ond 
Ye Menehuric ct th:.t timc? 


!, Bog your ™ rdon? . | is 
SY iF Rao Y Q, Did you discuss the defonse of Menchuric? 


}, Menchurie only. Bocuse my trip ree livited to « part of Mcn- Ae 
churir. 


ahs) v vey > 
> kamen Uf y. I acc. 


a i, Inc purely military vey thie discussion. Letcr on, I met 
’ Wc IT; GKI c eeconé tino ce a cr Ministor when I come back from’ 
( GenAteviae Mere): Berlin in 1938 to bogin ny Ambieeadorenip in Tokyo. Thon I 
aekod hin ebcut hie opinior of the dovelopnent of the China 
a conflict .t tht timc, hoesuec, ae I montiored on another ‘ 
“Te ocession, I tricd to stop the danger of a Gurman-Fnglieh con- 
¢ 


flict in tht timc. So whon I hoerd from him thrt the Jcpencre 
army hase developed in tho mcentime during sy absonco a fighting 
of life and dceth in Chine, I reported b ny governncnt thet 

at tho prcecnt time the Japenese uro unable to Go unything cleo ; 
then to occuvy thonrclves with their fighting in China. ah 


Q, nov, whet -did IT/G: KI say about thcir cdvences there? Did he p 
tulk to you bout whet vee hennoning there? “9 


LL, Bo geve me only & cornon. general cepect tht in the moantino ees 
** thoy nd edvensed furthcr on, /.t proront timo I don't kno: ae 
the names of the pliacce. ; 


, Why did ho sey they hed cavonecd? For whet rceceon? 


+ i 


top be beciha 
aie 
Re cal 
MS i. i s ‘ ¢ 5 y 
PTS, es : ea 


fe Ir ordor to ceemplirh the gotuct of Chi. ne ¥eicchck, 


.. pid hoe tcll you thet zoe the cin to defect Chic ng Ke i-shck? 
L, to vin tho wTe 
¢, To vin tho wert? ' 


pr, Thie vt hed in the nenntine dacvulopod ‘to & fighting of doecth 
and lifc. 


e, Did he ecy thet ho 7.8 in fevor of tho J oa ond 
-4nning the ver cgcinet Chins? 


He woe ©? panietere" 

I know tht. th t did he reyt 
co of cours he told no,"How =e "re fighting 
-¢ hove to win thie “cr in & connicte - 


1% the Jonine rc Antendod to ure cll their 
te win the ser? 


vce in fevor of then goin chee? 


& 
1, Ho didn't toll thie oxctlys 
Q. Fron th.t he ectd to your 
1. Thad to conclude it. 


~oll, did you eoy enything to hin cbout etopoing the “§t 


This I couldn't ecy, nee 


noin antcroet ¢ fr. thet bans 
thet depen * icentt eble to go 
enoths® country che de SP HAGs to 
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Did ho tell you ~t th t time wh t the : ine of Japon vere? 
Only winning thie Chinefo were 

Chinure war? He dida't mention going to Singe»ore? 


No, no, nothing. f third role of ITMGKI, rhich I didn't tclk 
over with him, pereonclly, vce hie influence upon the negotiations 
of c militery cllicnce betrecn Germany, Jcpen ond Itely in 1939. 

I think he rus Wir Minieter «t+ thet time, Theee negoticionse 
eventu lly foiled. After ry iuprer rion, the crry war to c ecrtcin | 
extent end vrobs.bly IT’.G: KT perron-lly, in fevor of such cn 
cllicnce, but evortuclly folloved tho ides of-the mvy, It vould 
ho rot possible for them to ongcge in on cllicnce ‘ithout obligc- 
tion to act autom.ticully in case of c conflict, beccusc they rere 
not advenced cnough in the building up of thoir fighting forcer, 
But I had no porson.l talk with ITAG/KI about thoee questions. 

It ie ny imercesioh, He retired when the Hiremme cabinet roo 
tirod owing to the conclusion of the Germ. n-Ruseo trorty. 
Goncrally epokon, ITAG'KI belongs to tho sort intelligent nd 
uble ledding srmy mon of Jopcn, 
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